Woodrush Sixth Form
Ofsted report summary

Woodrush Sixth Form was inspected as part of Woodrush High School’s inspection in
December 2018.
An overview of the report, and a link to the Ofsted report, can be found on the main
Woodrush school website:
https://www.woodrushhigh.worcs.sch.uk/page/?title=OFSTED&pid=23
Here is the summary of the outcomes of the Ofsted report:
•

The effectiveness of leadership and management is Outstanding.

•

Personal development, behaviour and welfare is Outstanding.

•

The quality of teaching, learning and assessment is Good.

•

Outcomes for pupils are Good.

•

Sixth Form (16 to 19 study programme) is Good.

Here is a list of the specific comments inspectors noted for Woodrush Sixth Form:
◼ Leaders adopt or construct study programmes that are ambitious, appropriately relevant
to local and regional employment and training priorities and designed to give sixth-form
students, particularly those with high needs and the most disadvantaged, the knowledge and
skills they need to succeed in life.
◼ The curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient
knowledge and skills for future learning and employment.
◼ The school is ambitious for all its sixth-form students, including those with SEND and
those who have high needs. This is reflected in the curriculum. The curriculum remains
ambitious and is tailored, where necessary, to meet individual needs.
◼ Sixth-form students study the intended curriculum. The school ensures this by teaching all
components of the full programmes of study.
◼ Teachers have expert knowledge of the subject(s) and courses they teach. Leaders
provide effective support for those teaching outside their main School inspection handbook
November 2019, No. 190017 85 areas of expertise. When relevant, teachers have extensive
and up-to-date vocational expertise.
◼ Teachers present information and/or demonstrate skills clearly, promoting appropriate
consideration of the subject matter being taught. They check students’ understanding
systematically, identify misconceptions and provide clear, direct feedback. In doing this, they
respond and adapt their teaching as necessary without recourse to unnecessary, timeconsuming, individualised approaches to subject matter.

◼ The work that teachers give to sixth-form students is demanding. It ensures that students
build knowledge and acquire skills, improving and extending what they already know and
can do.
◼ Teachers encourage students to use subject-specific, professional and technical
vocabulary well.
◼ Over the course of study, teachers design and use activities to help students to remember
long term the content they have been taught, to integrate new knowledge into larger
concepts and to apply skills fluently and independently.
◼ Teachers and leaders use assessment well. For example, they use it to help students
embed and use knowledge fluently and flexibly, to evaluate the application of skills, or to
check understanding and inform teaching. Leaders understand the limitations of assessment
and do not use it in a way that creates unnecessary burdens on staff or students.
◼ Teachers create an environment that allows sixth-form students to focus on learning. The
resources and materials that teachers select and produce – in a way that does not create
unnecessary workload for staff – reflect the school’s ambitious intentions for the course of
study. These materials clearly support the intent of a coherently planned curriculum,
sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for future learning,
independent living and employment.
◼ Students develop detailed knowledge across the curriculum and, as a result, achieve well
in their study programmes. Students make substantial and sustained progress from their
identified and recorded starting points in their study programmes. Where appropriate, this is
reflected in results in national examinations that meet government expectations, or in the
qualifications obtained.
◼ Students are ready for the next stage of education, employment or training. They have
gained qualifications or met the standards that allow them to go on to destinations that meet
their interests, aspirations and intended course of study. Students with high needs have
greater independence in making decisions about their lives.
◼ Students have high attendance and are punctual. Their attitudes to their education are
positive. Where relevant, attitudes improve over time.
◼ The sixth form prepares its students for future success in education, employment or
training. It does this through providing: unbiased information to all about potential next steps;
high-quality, up-to-date and locally relevant careers guidance, and opportunities for good
quality, meaningful encounters with the world of work.

