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This academic year has got off to a flying start with a wide range of trips, 
ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
an array of memorable and enriching experiences for our pupils and staff 
this autumn term and look forward to what is planned for 2023.

Woodrush has welcomed several guest speakers to inspire our pupils 
including Mr Stephen Jones who delivered a business talk about how he 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ άEnviroTechέ ŀƴŘ !ǳǘƘƻǊ !ƛǎƭƛƴƎ CƻǿƭŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ 
pupils about their new book Fireborn: Twelve and the Frozen Forest. The 
library has also been a hub for creative writers as pupils enjoyed 
submitting entries for National Poetry Day.

The rewards trips to Blackwell Adventure and Alton Towers, which were 
missed at the end of the summer term due to the heatwave we 
experienced, were truly enjoyable days out and our students were 
impeccably behaved. Other experiences have been to the Tate Modern, 
Year 11 Theatre Trip, Year 11 Futures Day, a trip to Cadbury World and, for 
the first time, we had drone programming lessons for Computer Scientists.

As ever here at Woodrush, we have celebrated a variety of sporting 
achievements with pupils taking part in a vast range of sports. Pupils have 
seen success in girls and boys football, rugby, cross-country, sixth form 
tennis, basketball and netball. Pupils have also been able to get involved 
with inter-house competitions such as the inter-house cross country event 
with Cadbury House winning overall. 

Forty-three Year 11 pupils participated in a two-day outdoor adventure as 
part of their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. The weather was, 
thankfully, dry and pupils did exceptionally well in completing their 
expedition. One pupil showed his commitment to the award and 
celebrated his 16th birthday on the trip.

Thanks to the incredible staff at Woodrush, we offer a range of extra-
curriculum activities for pupils to choose from. This has included Maths 
Club, Textiles Club, Chess Club, Homework Club and a whole range of 
sporting clubs. 

Finally, the jewel in the crown for the end of the Autumn term was our 
tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ 
showcase of singing, music and dramatics. The tireless energies and 
preparations of pupils and staff were the core ingredient of this magical 
evening and truly captured the spirit of our motto excellence through 
endeavour. 

Can I wish you all a wonderful Christmas break and new year.
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Maths

We have just finished the Year 7 maths club competition. 
Pupils compete over 5 weeks to win points for their team by 
answering a mixture of logic and puzzle questions as well as 
taking part in a team relay. After 5 weeks Sebastian G and 
Ben H were crowned champions.



ART
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On Thursday 29th September, Year 12 and some year 11 Art 
students travelled to London TATE Britain to visit the Cornelia 
Parker Exhibition.
Cornelia Parkeris one of Britain's best loved and most 
acclaimed contemporary artists. Always driven by curiosity, 
she reconfigures domestic objects to question our relationship 
with the world. Using transformation, playfulness and 
storytelling, she engages with important issues of our time, be 
it violence, ecology or human rights.
The exhibition brings together such iconic suspended works 
asThirty Pieces of Silver1988ς9 andCold Dark Matter: An 
Exploded View1991; the immersiveWar Room2015 
andMagna Carta2015, her monumental collective 
embroidery, as well as her films and a wealth of her innovative 
drawings, prints and photographs.
The trip aimed to promote higher level thinking and 
experiencing artwork presented in its intentioned setting.
Students also had the opportunity to see some of the sites on 
route from the train station. Passing, Buckingham Palace, 
Westminster Abbey, Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament.

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/cornelia-parker-2358
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/parker-thirty-pieces-of-silver-t07461
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/parker-cold-dark-matter-an-exploded-view-t06949
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Year 9 Art students have been studying land art this 
term and have produced some hanging leaf 
sculptures inspired by Richard Schilling.

ART

Spotlight on Year 11 ART - PORTRAITURE
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As we were unable for the past 2 years to have a live Christmas concert due to social 
distancing, The Creative Arts Department were pleased to put together a celebration 

of all things Drama, Music and Dance this Christmas with their annual Winter 
Concert live in the hall! Musical solos and duet performances from Key Stage 3, 4 & 5 
students, along with performances from Year 7 Pop Band, Woodrush Voices, Musical 
Theatre Club in addition to Drama and Dance performances made for an excellent 
evening. Our GCSE music students performed Christmas hits this year along with 
original songs performed by some of our talented songwriters. Along with these 

amazing performances, the Youth centre provided us with some interval 
refreshments and to top it off there was a Christmas raffle to put us in the festive 

mood. 

A massive thank you to all those who took part and helped to make this event 
possible, we hope to see you for more Creative Arts events in the new year!

Music



EnviroTech

Year 12 and Year 13 had the pleasure of Mr Stephen Jones giving a highly 
inspiration and aspirational talk about how he started his business 
άEnviroTechέΦ 

Students got the chance to listen to how Stephen started his energy solutions 
business 7 years ago after being in the industry for over 30 years, and how it 
has become a market leader in renewable energy solutions. Students asked 
questions about what characteristics are needed to be a successful 
ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ άрŀƳ ǘƛƭƭ 
ммǇƳέΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 
ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ άLŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀƭƪ 
links directly to the business A level that the students are currently learning, 
showing students first hand what it takes to start and run a successful 
business. 
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BAC



This term 43 of our Year 11s have started working towards their Bronze D of E Award. Our 
students have completed 2 training days where they were learning essential skills which would be 
needed on their expedition. The training days consisted of a day based in school where they were 
learning and developing their camp craft and navigation skills and a day based out in the local 
area applying these skills in a practical environment. 

On the 5th and 6th October our students set out on their Bronze Expedition. There were 7 groups, 
walking over 2 days and camping for 1 night. The groups walked and navigated around the 
Bromsgrove area, camping over night at Blackwell Adventure. All groups had a successful first day 
and demonstrated excellent teamwork, determination and resilience, facing wet and windy 
weather conditions. Thankfully the evening was relatively dry allowing them to pitch their tents 
ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƭΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ WŀƳƛŜ {Ω мсth Birthday, with a cake 
and chorus of Happy Birthday!

Day Two was thankfully a drier day and students were up at 6.45am taking down camp and 
preparing for another day of walking. All groups were off the campsite by 8.30am and continued 
to demonstrate excellent navigational skills, problem solving and teamwork. We are really proud 
of all the Year 11s who all successfully completed their expedition. All students are now working 
to complete the physical, skill and volunteering sections of the award. 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
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Year 7 Blackwell Adventure: 
Within their PE lessons the Year 7s have been 
completing an Outdoor Adventurous Activity Topic. 
The first part of their lessons were focusing on 
teamwork, communication, problem solving and 
orienteering their way around the school site. 

The second part of the topic involved the PE 
department taking 150 Year 7 students to Blackwell 
Adventure to experience the Adventurous Activities. 
The day was made up of different activities such as 
Archery, Giant Zip Line, Crate Stacking, Climbing and 
the Giant Ladder. 
It was fantastic to see all students taking part, 
challenging themselves and pushing themselves out 
of their comfort zone. The students were a credit to 
themselves and the school.

InterhouseCross Country 

This half term saw the PE department host their first inter-house sporting competition. All the students 
in Year 7,8 and 9 represented their house in our cross-country event. Every student participated during 
one of their PE lessons and all earnt points for their house. 

It was a very close competition but the winning houses are as follows: 

Year 7 Boys ς1st Place:Blake R (6.35m)
2nd Place: Gabriel M (6.37m)
3rd Place:Samuel C (7.21m)

Winning House- Eliot

Year 7 Girls - 1st Place:Ava S (8.37m)
2nd Place: Poppy C (8.40m)
3rd Place:Bella F (8.46m)

Winning House- Cadbury

Year 8 Boys ς1st Place:Nathan W (6.07m)
2nd Place: Callum Q (6.12m)
3rd Place:Lucas G (6.22m)

Winning House- Brindley

Year 8 Girls - 1st Place:Naomi H (7.40m) 
2nd Place: Shannon ςPaige K (8.09m)

3rd Place:Evie W (8.17m)

Winning House- Lanchester

Year 9 Boys ς1st Place:Finlay F (5.46m)
2nd Place: Joe H (5.57m)
3rd Place:Billy P (5.59m)

Winning House - Eliot

Year 9 Girls - 1st Place:Dorothy F (7.18m)
2nd Place: Eva L (7.28m)

3rd Place:Elsie K (7.36m)

Winning House- Cadbury

PE
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Jacob, Tom, Harley and Carter 

on court, November 22

At Turner and Townsend, London

Reminder for Year 11! 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ 

your Woodrush Sixth 

Form application form

²ƻƻŘǊǳǎƘ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ Ψƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘΩ !ǳǘǳƳƴ нлнн

Our Sixth Form has gone from strength-to-strength during the Autumn Term 2022! 
Not only did we welcome a fantastic group of new Year 12s to the Sixth Form at the 
start of the term but our students in both Years 12 and 13 have also been making 
impressive progress on their 2022/23 A level courses. In addition we have taken 
part in numerous extra-curricular trips and events in the last four months. 

Over £500 was raised by our Sixth formers for 
aŀŎƳƛƭƭŀƴ /ŀƴŎŜǊ /ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ .ƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
/ƻŦŦŜŜ aƻǊƴƛƴƎΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
followed this up with some more fundraising for 
Children in Need last month. Sport, music and 
drama have featured this term as well with our 
Sixth Form tennis team impressing against very 
good opposition recently at WythallTennis Club.

One of our biggest successes has been our 
involvement in the CareerReadyprogramme for 
ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ Ψ! 
/ŀǇƛǘŀƭ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
where they joined with over a thousand students 
at The Dominion Theatre to listen to a number of 
motivational speakers and then took part in a 
bespoke workshop at the London HQ of Turner 
and Townsend, a world-leading professional 
services company. Our term will end with our 
annual day out at Winter Wonderland in London 
on 14th December.
!ǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
dedication and professionalism of our Sixth 
formers in their studies and more generally in 
Sixth form life. Roll on term 2!           

Mr. Cooper11



Design and Technology

Pupils have worked incredibly hard this year, the whole of the DT department are 
proud of how pupils have worked within in DT and the high-quality work they have 
produced this year. Look at just a snapshot of the work pupils have produced below.

15

The first lesson in KS3 Textiles is a 
baseline sewing assessment where pupils 
can demonstrate their sewing skills by 
creating an image of their choice. Here 
are some fantastic examples!

Artist research forms an 
important part of the 
KS3 Textiles curriculum. 
¸ŜŀǊ уΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
looking at the weave 
artist Sarah Cooke. They 
will use these research 
pages as inspiration for 
their practical work. 
Here are some fab 
examples of pupils 
work!

12
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KS3 Product Design pupils have 
ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΩǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ 
the workshop. They have learnt how 
to use a wide range of tools safely 
such as the drill, Tenon saw and 
coping saw. Pupils have produced 
metal and wood animals and 
wooden pencil holders.

Pupils in 
Graphics have 
been developing 
a wide range of 
drawing skills. 
They have used 
pencil to create 
3D perspective 
drawings and 
also developed 
their computer 
design skills to 
create posters.
Pupils have also 
developed their 
computer 
design skills to 
then use the 
laser cutter to 
produce their 
own earphone 
holders







H T G A H

SPOTLIGHT
YEAR 11 PHOTOGRAPHY 

CAMOFLAUGE
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Year 12 Art & Photography Students have been working on a range of 
drawing workshops at the start of their A Level course in the 

classroom and in their own private studio space.17
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