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Welcome to Woodrush Sixth Form
We are delighted that you are considering joining Woodrush Sixth Form. Continuing your education
with us at Woodrush will ensure that you get the very best post-16 teaching, support and guidance.
As well as excellent learning opportunities, we offer an extensive range of enrichment opportunities and
employability experiences; these include work experience, peer mentoring and voluntary work.
Woodrush Sixth Form provides a vibrant and challenging learning environment which blends high
quality teaching with the benefits of being part of our strong and supportive community. We continue
to invest in our Sixth Form in terms of resources, equipment and an even better learning package and
are lucky to have the library and Hub on-site. This space offers an additional learning and recreational
facility for our students to access. The Hub includes a school library, partnered with Wythall public
library, a Gym which includes the offer of a personal trainer and classes, Woodrush Youth centre and
Coffee shop partnered with Costa Coffee.
The step up from GCSE to A Level is one of the most significant a student will take during their academic
studies. Students are expected to operate with a high level of independence at post-16 study and so
we feel it is our responsibility to support you to develop the necessary study skills and depth of thought
that will enable you to succeed in Year 13 and to prepare you for the world beyond Woodrush.
Woodrush Sixth Form will support you to swiftly settle into your study, engage in the numerous
opportunities and programmes we have to offer and enjoy forging new relationships with your peers,
the Sixth Form team and teaching staff.
We are a very open and friendly Sixth Form and, for those of you
thinking of remaining at Woodrush after Year 11, we have
enjoyed teaching you in the main school and we hope to
continue to develop a strong partnership with you as a Sixth
Former at Woodrush. We warmly welcome applications from
students who have attended different secondary schools and,
each year, we are delighted to have new students joining us.
Indeed, one of our recent Head Boys was a new student to
Woodrush in Year 12; testimony to how well external students
swiftly settle with us and feel part of our Woodrush community.
We want you to get the best out of the next two years with us; to
be academically successful, make life-long friends, grow as a
person and, ultimately, to get the very best start for adult life. Our
transition programme into the Sixth Form enables you to adapt
quickly and meet the challenge of studying at a higher level.
We have a track record of preparing students to take up places
at some of the best universities in the country, including, Oxford,
Birmingham, Nottingham and Leeds as well as supporting
students in attaining places on prestigious Apprenticeships.
We look forward to your application and hope the contents of this pack and website will help you
make this exciting final decision and choose Woodrush Sixth Form. If you have any questions or queries,
please do not hesitate to contact us and we will be happy to support you through our application
process.
Mrs Kaur – Head of Sixth Form

Excellence through Endeavour
Woodrush Sixth Form is a vibrant, purposeful, and welcoming academic community where there
is a relentless drive for excellence.
Students leave Woodrush Sixth Form confident and well-equipped to succeed in their chosen
destinations.
Ofsted, 2018

Our commitment to you: As a Sixth Form we will:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support student choices when choosing their courses, considering the best options in line with
their attainment and future destination choices.
Provide effective transition into the Sixth Form.
Monitor attendance daily and weekly, ensuring that Parents/Carers are contacted each day for
any student who has not attended Sixth Form without a valid reason or communication for their
absence.
Provide students with well planned, challenging lessons.
Plan form time, and enrichment activities which support the Pastoral learning of students and
enhance their academic attainment.
Set work regularly, assess and return it promptly providing guidance on how to improve with the
expectation that each student will address areas for improvement.
Ensure that appropriate work is set if a teacher is absent and provide space for students to
complete work to a high quality.
Monitor students’ performance at regular points during the year and react to support
underperformance.
Celebrate student successes and provide opportunity for students to enrich their learning,
through trips, external speakers, and other cultural learning opportunities.
Ensure that parents/ carer/students are communicated with if a student’s behaviour/ learning
falls below standard and create a support plan to help students back on track.
Direct students to attend intervention, whether that is via weekly support groups or individual
sessions, based on supporting academic or well-being support.
Provide students with careers advice and guidance which will enable them to successfully apply
for Higher/Further Education, Apprenticeships or Employment.
Communicate frequently with all stakeholders to work in partnership with students, families and
their teachers to support successful outcomes.

Pastoral Care: outstanding support
Pastoral care at Woodrush is a clear strength within our Sixth Form. Our pastoral team promote a happy,
secure environment for all our students and ensure that we prevent any barrier a student may face to
learning. We pride ourselves on knowing our students well, and can offer help, advice and
encouragement. We treat all students with a caring and supportive manner and as unique individuals. It
is our aim to ensure that each student leaves the Sixth Form able to successfully move on to their chosen
destination.
Form Tutor:
The tutor system is the primary element of pastoral care. Students are placed in vertical tutor groups with
both year 12 and 13 students. The form tutor acts as an
advocate and mentor offering encouragement and support
to students. Within their registration time, students are guided
through the Personal Well-being programme, and receive
support and guidance within their chosen pathway.
Progress Leaders:
The Sixth Form has two Progress Leaders: Ms Ashman and Mrs
Wilkins, who provide a core layer of pastoral support and who
work alongside Mrs Kaur to remove any barriers to learning
that you may face.
Head of Sixth Form:
Mrs Kaur has overall responsibility for students’ welfare, achievement and behaviour. She ensures that
your academic and personal development is of the highest possible quality. And she will be the main
point of contact for you, your parents or carers – providing dedicated guidance, support and care for
every students as required.

“Leaders ensure that students benefit from effective careers advice and guidance.”
Ofsted
Careers Information and Guidance:
Mr Cooper offers impartial careers advice and leads on the UCAS (Universities and College Admissions
Service) process, so that students, and parents, are well-supported through the University application
process, including the Oxbridge route. And, along with the
Pastoral team, guides students with work or Apprenticeship
applications.re that students benefit from effective careers
advice and guidance.” Ofsted
Pastoral Intervention/ support programmes:
We offer a wide variety of intervention and support
programmes for students from well-being, to developing study
skills or improving organisation. We are also supported by our
Safeguarding team within main school and also by our SENCO
and SEN team, on-site counsellor, and Mental Health &
Wellbeing Lead Advisor, who all offer further additional pastoral
support if needed.

“The school’s ‘Aspire’ programme extends into the sixth form. Here students
learn about student finance, interview skills and personal-health education.
Students are complimentary about the opportunities afforded to them to learn
about the many varied aspects of their future lives as students and citizens.”
Ofsted

Facilities: a unique Sixth Form provider
In addition to the shared facilities around the school, the Sixth Form Centre creates a purposeful learning
environment and is a designated area in the school for students to study both individually and in focused
learning groups. Students, utilise their self-directed study time outside of lessons and enjoy their learning.
The Sixth Form facilities include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Wireless internet access with ICT facilities
and free printing
Study Room with resource library and
materials to support higher education
courses and other career pathways
Silent study area for individual study
Common room with worktables
Conference room
Public library/ Woodrush School library in
the Hub used as a study space with
research facilities and access to the library
catalogue across the Worcestershire
Libraries
Costa Café with reduced offers, exclusive to
Sixth Formers
Gym, where Sixth Formers have reduced rate memberships, and exercise at the gym can be
timetabled into their programme of study

Woodrush Sixth form students are positive role models for younger students and in the wider community.
We are proud to work in partnership with the Hub, Worcestershire library, the Youth Centre and the
Woodrush Teaching Consortium.
These partnerships serve to strengthen our unique Sixth form offer and enable us to create additional
opportunities for our students, such as work experience, part time paid work, mentoring, volunteering and
charity work.

Pathways: a personalised curriculum
We support students through one of the four curriculm pathways and pride ourselves on our personalised
learning packages. Each students’ pathway is guided by both their academic needs and is tailored to
help each student best support their chosen destination.
Our Woodrush Sixth Form Pathways:
• University
• Oxbridge
• Apprenticeship
• Employment
The majority of Year 12 Students choose to study three
A Level courses with a small number choosing to take
four A Levels in their first year, reducing to three A levels
in Year 13. Typically, around 75% of our Sixth Formers go
on to University after Sixth Form, with some taking gap
years for travel or work. 20% - 25% move on to higher
level Apprenticeships or employment.
Within their chosen pathway, students take either The
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) or Asdan Award
of Personal Effectiveness (ASDAN) qualification, which,
along with developing important study skills, also offers
UCAS points towards University applications.

Top ranked Higher Education institutions & Apprenticeships:
Each year at Woodrush Sixth Form we have students make progress towards the highest grades possible
making them eligible to compete to gain places on the most competitive Apprenticeships placements
or the countries top Universities, often referred to as ‘Russell group Universities’, such as the University of
Birmingham, Warwick, Oxford or Cambridge.
For these students, like all Sixth Formers, we provide additonal assistance and guidance when making
your applications and you will be fully supported with a bespoke package of support, which includes
mentoring from external providers for.

The Sixth Form Curriculum comprises of the following elements which build to make a
personalised programme of study for you:

Enrichment
Academic Qualifications: Students can choose three or four A Level or Vocational subjects
dependent on prior attainment.
Independent Learning: In order to succeed in rigorous academic or vocational study, students
will be expected to complete independent learning for each subject every week. The purpose
of this independent learning will be to consolidate classroom knowledge, practice exam skills
and prepare for lessons. Subject teachers will mark your work or discuss it with you during lessons.
Directed Study: To further support the rigours of A level study, every week students will be
allocated directed study time in the silent study room. During these directed study periods,
students should explore their A level subjects in greater depth, complete further reading or skills
practice to deepen and broaden their knowledge and understanding.

Elective Curriculum: Students can choose to undertake the EPQ or ASDAN as an additional
qualification. These electives enhance and support UCAS and apprenticeship applications.
Extended Programme: All students have the opportunity to participate in Enrichment, Career
Enhancement and UCAS activities. As part of this programme, students will undertake work
experience, research projects and other career enhancing activities, alongside enrichment
activities such as First Aid and Driving skills. As part of the career
enhancement element, students will be expected to complete
at least 25 hours of work experience, either as a single week or
as a weekly placement. They will be given support for UCAS
and Apprenticeship applications to ensure students have clear
progression strategies in place following their results in the
August of Year 13.
Elective Curriculum: Students will undertake the EPQ or ASDAN as an additional qualification.
These electives enhance and support UCAS and apprenticeship applications.

ASPIRE: Personal development & wellbeing are key to every student’s success. Following on
from the main school, students will follow a programme with themes around personal, social,
health and emotional wellbeing. The programme will be delivered by form tutors during form
time and through the Extended Programme.
Sport & Wellbeing: Keeping physically healthy is an important
part of positive mental health and wellbeing. Students will be
provided with opportunities for sport or to use the school Gym,
helping them to stay fit and healthy while studying.
Volunteering & Community: There is an expectation that all
students will complete at least 40 hours of volunteering or community work during their two years
in sixth form. Students can choose from a suggested programme of extra-curricular activities
and whole school leadership opportunities. By contributing to school life or the wider
community, students will enhance their applications for UCAS or apprenticeships and gain a
greater understanding of the importance of the role they play in contributing to society.
Extra Credit: To further enhance applications and support students to broaden their
experiences whilst in sixth form, we offer a number of extra credit activities. These include
Mandarin for beginners and online qualifications.

Subjects and staff: outstanding opportunities for success
Within Woodrush Sixth Form students experience high
quality lessons and learn from our skilled and professional
subject teachers. Our teachers have expert knowledge of
their subjects and have high expectations for achievement
and progress; they challenge and support students to
achieve their best. Woodrush Sixth Form teachers are
passionate about their subjects and their enthusiasm is
transferred to Sixth Formers, where, many continue their
studies from A level into Higher Education.
Student behaviour is outstanding. Learning occurs without
distraction and lessons are purposeful and focused.
Teachers pride themselves on creating mature rapport with
students and build strong working partnerships. New
students are equally warmly welcomed and quickly made to feel part of the Sixth Form. Students create
strong friendships within their classes formed through the bond of studying together.
Our teachers have expert knowledge of their
subjects and have high expectations for
achievement and progress; they challenge
and support students to achieve their best.
Woodrush Sixth Form teachers are passionate
about their subjects and this enthusiasm is
transferred to sixth formers, where, each year
students continue studying their A-Level
subjects into higher education and into their
careers.

We offer a broad range of subjects which ensures students are well prepared with an array of top
destination options, post KS5. We recommend that students choose subjects they are both interested in.
but also facilitate their post KS5 destinations. We recommend that all students being to think about
which industry or sector they would like to pursue a career in and consider which A-level subjects will
help them get there, or in some instances are compulsory when going into further education, such as
studying the sciences if a student wishes to go into Medicine or studying Maths if a student wishes to go
into Accounting for example.
Furthermore, opting to study complementary subjects is also recommended, as in doing so, the likelihood
of top attainment in both subjects is increased, such as English Literature and History and Maths and
Physics.

Teachers have excellent subject knowledge and share their enthusiasm for their
subjects with students who are keen learners.”
Ofsted 2018

Standards of excellence
Here are some of last year’s student choices, which demonstrate the variety and quality of destinations.

Safeguarding statement
“All staff work together to create a strong culture of safeguarding for all pupils which
permeates the school.” Ofsted 2018
Woodrush High School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. As a school we have robust
safeguarding processes and procedures in place to which all staff are trained to adhere to.
Sometimes we may need to share information and work in partnership with other agencies when there
are concerns about your welfare. We will ensure that our concerns are discussed with you and your
parents/carers first, if appropriate, unless we have reason to believe that such an action would be contrary
to your welfare.
Our Safeguarding team are:
▪
▪

Mr Monk Deputy Headteacher & DSL
Mrs Peters, Mrs Francis, Mrs Holtom-Brown & Mr Barber Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
(DSLs)

A copy of our full safeguarding policy can be found on the school website or from the school on request.

