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Welcome to our Summer edition of our Woodrush Star which enables our school 
community to share some of the learning opportunities which take place during the 
term/ year. 
²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊΩ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
previous term and year and at the end of an exceptionally challenging and 
ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǘǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΗ 
I cannot thank my staff at Woodrush enough for the way in which they have continued 
to support our young people and how they have been determined to make sure that 
our students had enjoyable and enriching experiences, both remotely and back in 
school. Under such challenging and unpredictable circumstances for us all; our staff 
commitment to our young people, never ceases to amaze me. Likewise, the resilience 
and positivity our students have demonstrated throughout the year, is remarkable and 
this edition of The Star, demonstrates just a small reflection of the positive work which 
has taken place in the last few months. 
In just the last few weeks of term, students have had the chance to take part and vote 
ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ψ²ƻƻŘǊǳǎƘΩǎ Dƻǘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ 
and virtual voting, which gave all students the chance to have their say on voting for 
their KS5 leaders. I was delighted that a group of Miss /ŀǇŀƭŘƛΩǎYear 11 D of E students 
had the chance to gain their Bronze D of E award. They received the highest feedback 
from the course assessors who were so incredibly impressed by their teamwork and 
resilience during the two days. Within our Sports and Arts festivals, (led by Ms Holtom-
Brown, Mrs Coughlin and Mr Maidment) students had the opportunity to get involved 
ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŜǊΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ 
amount of commitment and enthusiasm from students and staff,for which they 
should be justifiably proud. Indeed, one parent described watching the Summer Arts 
Festival as "uplifting, humbling and moving," which was wonderful to read.
This year, we have supported our local community and forged exciting links with our 
wider communities with two notable projects which have begun this year. Under Mr 
wŜŜŎŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢! ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƛŘȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
area, which is enabling us to develop our students, give back to the local community 
and encourage wildlife, in the process. Our second community project has involved a 
ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ Ψ9Ŏƻ-/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎΩ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ aǊ .ŀǊōŜǊ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎ ²ƘƛǘǘŀƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŜŀƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ΨDƭƻōŀƭ 
/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ 
Sierra Leone, in order to develop students from within all the participating schools. This 
is an exciting project which has already begun to take effect and promises to have a 
positive impact on our community, Woodrush students and crucially, the students we 
are connecting with. 
L ŀƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ {{!¢ Ψ[ŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
9ŘƎŜΩ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 
standards in meeting theΨCǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻƻŘǊǳǎƘ 
ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ±ŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΩΣ Ψ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 
Learning awards. Thank you to Mr Barber and the staff involved gaining the awards as 
they reflect the quality and provision which takes placeevery day atWoodrush. 
Finally, thank you to our parents/carers who have taken part in our parent forums and 
parent surveys and consultations- your contributions are very much valued and 
appreciated.
I hope you enjoy this summer edition of The Star and enjoy celebrating just some of the 
wonderful things which have taken place in school with our students in the last few 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
circumstances of the past year, there is even more reason to celebrate. I am so proud 
of all our students, staff and community for the positive way in which we have 
continued to work together to create life chances and opportunities for our young 
people.

From all of us at Woodrush, we hope you have a safe and restful summer. 

Ms N. Rancins2
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This summer, I will be leaving Woodrush after 15 years and I feel lucky to
have made so many fantastic memories during my time here. I joined as 
Second in English in 2006 and was quickly made Head of English, before 
being promoted to Lead Practitioner and then Assistant Headteacherin 2011, 
which has enabled me to continue to learn and grow as both a teacher, leader and person.
I will certainly miss all our Woodrush students and have so many fond memories students over the years. In 
my teaching, I have strived to help students not only develop their skills in English, and leave the year gaining 
the highest grades possible, or securing that crucial C grade/4 at GCSE, but to enjoy (and, hopefully, love) the 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΗ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ L ƘŀǾŜ 
experienced a text with a class, it has taught me something new and inspired me to see the text through my 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜȅŜǎΗ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
experience together. I am so proud of the students I have taught and have even started to see some come 
back to train to teach here, which has been a particular privilege but also made me feel very old too! 
I have loved working with the amazing staff at Woodrush and have particularly enjoyed supporting the 
development of middle leaders, senior leaders, and early career teachers, as part of my leadership in school 
and within the Teaching School, as this has given me an enormous sense of pride in seeing staff develop and 
helped me to continue to grow in the process! 
After 15 years, there is no doubt in my mind that Woodrush is an incredible school, full of talented and 
hardworking staff and fantastic students, all within a wonderful community. I have felt incredibly lucky to be 
a part of it and can look back over my time here with pride and gratitude of the experiences and the 
opportunities I have had, the friends I have made, and the students I have taught and met.
I will be joining Ark Kings Academy as Vice Principal: Academic, from September, where I am excited to start 
this new chapter! However, I will always be proud to be a member of the Woodrush staff alumni and part of 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ²ƻƻŘǊǳǎƘΦ
I send all our Woodrush families, students and staff, past and present, good wishes for the future and hope 
our paths cross again!
Mrs Lawson

Goodbye Mrs Lawson

I have very much enjoyed working at Woodrush High School for the 
last 3 years and managing the English team.

It has been fantastic to teach Woodrush students. I have really enjoyed their enthusiasm for 
learning. A highlight for me was taking a group of year 10 students on a residential writers' retreat 
and having a theatre company into school to perform Shakespeare to all year groups.
I am moving on to be an Assistant Head at the new school, Christchurch Secondary School, opening 
in Yardley Wood in September.

A favourite Literary quotation:
FromOn the RoadbyJack Kerouac
ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŘ ƻƴŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΣ ƳŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪΣ ƳŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
saved, desirous of everything at the same time, the ones who never yawn or say a commonplace 
thing, but burn, burn, burn like fabulous yellow roman candles exploding like spiders across the 

starsΦέ

Goodbye Mrs Hursey
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ART

Every year, we are constantly amazed by the outstanding talent our GCSE Art students 

produce ςthey design, they experiment, they create, they problem solve, they reflect, 

they refine and they persevere in bucket loads!

This year more than most, they have worked so hard independently, and here is just a 

small selection of the wonderful work our Year 11 Art and Photography students have 

created!

Well Done Art/Photography Class of 2021!
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BTEC Dancers participated in a dance workshop on June 10th with a 
professional dancer from the Black Country Dance Hub. All students were 
off timetable for the day and had to work alongside the dancer as part of 
their final piece for their practical dance. The dancers had to learn a 
professional piece of choreography which they will be assessed on. The 
piece that was chosen was 'Cry Me a River' - Andrew Winghartand is a 
fusion of Street and Contemporary Dance. The day is very hard mentally as 
well as physically and Mrs Bridgenwas very proud of how well the students 
worked for the duration of the workshop. Woodrush have worked with a 
dancer from the Black Country Dance Hub in previous years and the 
students always gain a lot out of it and really enjoyed the day.

Dance
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English

Celebrating World Book Day, on 4th March was a little bit different this year,                  
but working remotely meant that everyone had the opportunity to get involved.  For the 
first time ever, all students were able to take part in our annual inter-house quiz which 
took place in form time. Extra house points were awarded in the exciting art and 
creative writing competitions which were open to all students and staff.  There were 
some great entries across the whole school, with book token prizes being awarded to 
students from year 7 to year 11.

Throughout the day, members of staff read from Under the Skin by Catherine MacPhail.  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ 
the videos are available here. 

Reading  1 - https://youtu.be/sNw88kco4U8

Reading 2 - https://youtu.be/exqGV-ek224

Reading 3 - https://youtu.be/TU2CJ5WbdJk

Reading 4 - https://youtu.be/Dfe-Fe0t9TY 
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After a challenging and unpredictable year, everyone in English would like to say 
well done to all of our students from Year 7-13. One of the main things we all love 
about our subject is the opportunity to work collaboratively and to get out of our 
ǎŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘŜȄǘǎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
students have still managed to produce some outstanding work and should be 
very proud of their achievements. Keep reading and enjoy the summer break!

During lockdown some year 9 students had the chance to write                                

ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ǎŀƎŀ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ϥ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ                   

ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ǎŀƎŀ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ϥ¦ƴǎƻƭǾŜŘΩΤ              

however, they had the extra-challenge of only being able to use                            

100 words!

Although we didn't have a winning entry this time, we had 17                              

students work published in a book, which is a fantastic achievement                  

which I hope encourages students to carry on writing in the future. They should 

feel so proud of their creative and dramatic writing, especially as the competition 

was launched remotely and their work was also completed and submitted during 

our second lockdown.

Well done to all the students who submitted entries, but, in particular, a special 

mention goes to: Miles P, Matthew K, Sophie W, Ben M, Isabel H, Sophie L, Jamie 

S, Freya H, Doug H, Ella H, DyliannaR, Lacey D, Felicity U, Charlotte V, Marianna S, 

Jessica M, Millie Sfor being published in the 'Young Writers' book.

For more information about future competitions, and a chance to join in, speak to 

your English teacher or have a look at the 'Young writers' 

website: https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions- Mrs Lawson

Well Done Everyone!
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Our Year 9 Mandarin students are about to embark on an exciting virtual 
study tour of China.  After their first year of studying GCSE Chinese, 
students will enjoy a well-deserved fortnight of virtual tours, visits and 
learning experiences. The Mandarin Excellence Programme has 
collaborated with fourteen prestigious universities in China to bring 
students an authentic, exciting learning experience. The visit begins with 
an opening ceremony on Monday 5th July. Activities during the fortnight 
include:
ω A visit to a Chinese family home
ω Live tours around famous cultural and tourist attractions, including 

the locations for the Winter Olympics in 2022 
ω Opportunities to speak with Chinese students 
ω Interactive lessons with Chinese teachers, including games and 

tasks with Chinese students
ω A virtual visit to a panda zoo and a live panel discussion with 

people who work with pandas
ω A virtual visit to a local school to find out about daily school life in 

China
ω A panel session with experts in renewable energy and 
environmental volunteers
Each afternoon, students will have the opportunity to reflect on their visits 
and respond to the people they have met through video diaries, podcasts 
and blogs.  

We wish our Year 9 Mandarin students a fantastic two weeks!

Mandarin

KS4 students have used Memrisethis year to support their studies in Spanish. Memrise

is a brilliant language learning app which effectively improves students long term 

memory of vocabulary. 

The following students have regularly been at the top of their class leader board. Well 

done!

Year 9 

Matthew T, Owen, Phoebe, Sophie L, Sophie W, Megan C, Shayna, Paige, Erin, Ralph, 

Daisy and Rebecca C.

Year 10

Kuganu, Nishani, Ryan A, Gabby, Tyler, Lilly, Miriam,

Emily C, Tom B, Elijah, Kerri, Joe M, Olivia and Tom M.
8
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¿En qué sector te gustaría trabajar? Which 

sector would you like to work in?

En colegio me apasionan la música y el español 

porque me interesan y son más emocionantes 

que las matemáticas y las ciencias. Diría que la 

música es muy fascinante y el español es útil. 

El sector que me interesa es la música y la ley 

porque son realmente importante para mí. Sin 

embargo creo que no soy ni sociable ni 

independiente pero soy bien organizada y 

creativa. Por eso, no quiero trabajar en la 

medicina porque es bastante duro. Además, mi 

padre es hombre de negocios y pienso que 

este empleo es bien pagado.

Nishani(Year10)

Year 7 Top 
Achievers 

Event
My experience from 

the achievement 
event was an amazing 
opportunity and was 

very enjoyable. I 
would definitely go 

again. We could bring 
snacks and had drinks 

and the moments 
were unforgettable. 

The hard work 
everyone put in 

definitely paid off! ς
Eva L ςYear 7

This term we have been lucky enough to have Ruby 

visit the Sixth Form every Wednesday 3pm ς4pm. 

Ruby has been instrumental in helping our students 

relax and briefly step away from their studies. So far 

they have taught Ruby new tricks and painted with 

her.

Ruby is always pleased to see 

them and they all agree she 

really does help reduce the stress 

of the week ςThank you RUBY!!

Thank you Ruby!!!
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Ella B in year 10 has been signed up by Aston 

Villa after successful trials! Ella was very busy 

over the half term break attending football 

trials for Aston Villa and                          

Birmingham City. After attending                       

a third session with Aston Villa                       

she received a phone call from                        

the u16s coach complimenting                      

Ella on how hard she worked,                        

and they offered her a contract!                    

Ella is absolutely over the moon                       

as Aston Villa was her first choice                     

to move to after being at WBA for a few 

years. The facilities and opportunities that 

Villa offer are exceptional, and she cannot 

wait to get started. This is fantastic news for 

Ella, and we wish her all the best at her new 

club! Well done.

Sport

LǘΩǎhasbeengreat to seeour Year11
Bronze DofE students out on their
expedition this week. Students have
navigateda route over two daysand
spent one night campingat Blackwell
Court. Students have cooked their
own mealsandput up their own tents
andhaveall donesosuccessfully. Abig
thank you to Miss Capaldi for
organising the students and Mr
Maidment for supportingthe students
on camp. [ŜǘΩǎhope they navigate
their way back today and avoid any
wet weather!Welldoneall!

Duke of Edinburgh Award
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The students worked creatively and professionally and produced some excellent shots. 

Further to this, students then completed a digital editing workshop, with the Cadbury College tutors, 

on Thursday the 10th June, developing their images using Photoshop. 

These will then be edited further, over the coming weeks, using our Graphics Tablets to create 

magazine cover images, that will be printed and displayed in the Cadbury College and Woodrush end 

of Year exhibitions.

Students had a great time, learnt many new skills and have really added to their GCSE Photography 

Portfolios!

H T G A H

On Wednesday the 9th June, some of our Year 10, GCSE 
Photography students had the amazing opportunity to visit 

Cadbury College and use their photography studio and 
equipment. The aim of the day was for them to produce a 
series of ςpre planned ςportrait shots that could then be 

edited further back in school.
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Woodrush students have been very busy down at WythallTrain Station this term as 

our adoption of the station got into full swing.  Students have been learning about 

different plant varieties and which types suit different planting locations/conditions. 

Plants have been selected from the local garden centre and then planted at Wythall

station in both large box planters and as shrubs directly into the ground. Most plants 

have been chosen to attract insects and bees particularly, this is supported by the 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ.ŜŜ tƻǎǘΩ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǾŜǊǿƛƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ 

insects.

We have also been working on cutting back some of the overhanging trees and 

shrubs to ensure that the platforms and walkways are light and bright and a safe 

place to be.

Back at school, we are currently working on 2 art installations which will reflect the 

local heritage of Wythallvillage from over 100 years ago. These are due to be 

installed over the summer. Keep your eyes peeled!

Students continue to attend site regularly to water and maintain the planting as well 

as keeping the platforms tidy and a nice place to be.

If you are interested in helping out at the station as a community volunteer please 

do get in touch with Mr Reece via school reception or directly via email at 

areece@woodrush.org

Wythall Train Station
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KS3 Design and Technology

Pupils have worked incredibly hard this year, at home through remote learning 
and when they have been in school. The whole of the DT department are proud 
of how pupils have worked within in DT and the high-quality work they have 
produced this year. Look at just a snapshot of the work pupils have produced 
below.

Over the past 2 years we have been doing quite a lot of practicals. In year 7 we 
made a coat hanger in woodwork. It was really fun to try new things and we even 
got to engrave them with the laser cutter. Before Covid happened, we did a lot of 
cooking. We made a fruit salad, pizzas and a fruit crumble. In Textiles we all had a 
great time making an animal of our choice. I decided to make a rabbit, it came out 
really good and I learnt a new stitching type for its eyelashes. During year 8 we 
have learnt a lot about health and safety. Design and Technology is really just about 
being creative and having fun however you do still have to listen to instructions and 
be careful with your health and safety rules. Honey K ςYear 8
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KS4 Product Design and Graphics
All pupilsacrossyear 9,
10 and 11 haveworked
extremely hard this
year. They have
completed some
outstanding remote
learning work as well
as completing some
fantastic work in class!
We would like to say a
huge well done to all
pupils. Here are just
some of the amazing
examples of work
produced by pupils in
KS4 in all areasof DT.
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KS4 Textiles and Food
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